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My apologies for being rather late with this news.  I feel like I have been running hard trying to catch up.  It was such 

an amazing time and God blessed everyone so much and His lovely presence accompanied us everywhere. 

Ratanakiri Trip 29
th

 May – 4
th

 June 

I was very blessed by my trip in several ways.  I learnt much about the problems microfinance brings to the poor 

people of Cambodia, making their lives worse and not better.  Gordon Paterson took me to see some of the ethnic 

villages, and it was inspirational to see how God is working to set the villagers in Ratanakiri free from this scourge.  

Many of their loans are illegal because microfinance institutions are not doing due diligence to prove the borrower 

can repay the loan. The interest rate is 18% and additional  charges are applied.  This is shocking.  The villagers in 

Ratanakiri live on tribal lands with a community land title, so they use their land but do not own it.  If they default on 

the loan all their assets are taken.  If they die, (i.e. suicide), their children still have to pay off the loans. They are 

being seriously harassed by the agents to sell everything they own to meet the monthly payments.  In Kompong 

Thom they own their own land title so their land is lost to the microfinance company as well as their house.  Many 

take out more loans to pay interest on the original loan.  In this way their future is worse than before taking up a 

loan.  

The solution is for each village to agree together to stop taking out any more loans and combining as a village, with 

the Commune Chief, to renegotiate their loans at a reduced interest rate of 2 or 3% and extending the loan over 10 

years to enable them to meet the payments.  Because their loans are illegal, the microfinance companies have to 

comply or be taken to court.  The ethnic villagers in Ratanakiri Province are healthier and better off because of the 

amazingly rich soil to grow their crops.  In Kompong Thom villages where our churches are, the soil is poor, water is 

scarce for growing crops, so most of the church members work for other companies growing rubber or cashew 

trees.  Their health is poor, they are not educated and their children do not go to school and small children run 

around naked. Bunthoeun has been teaching them to raise chickens, and grow and sell bananas and vegetables to 

help meet their loan payments.  The church at Russay Douch has agreed to meet weekly and take an offering to 

form a church fund to help members who have unexpected sickness, accident or are unable to meet their loans. 

This will be discussed with other villages each time the mission team visits them.  Those families who have         

embraced raising chickens or growing fruit and vegetables for sale are doing well and the men in their families have 

no need to find work away from their families. Bunthoeun will work with Commune leaders to teach how to grow  

vegetables to the whole village.  We will supply seed according to their needs. 

Before I left for Ratanakiri, Bunthoeun and Netha had dinner with me at a restaurant, and in the salad were some 

quail eggs.  We talked briefly about the possibility of raising quail at the farm.  When I was in Ratanakiri, Bunthoeun 

phoned to say he had bought an almost new incubator that would take 1000 hen, duck or quail eggs for half price. 

During Pentecost, all our staff returned to their home villages to vote in Commune elections.  While Leang and his 

wife were at home, one morning he found a female quail on the steps to his house.  He caught the bird and the next 

morning a male quail was waiting on the steps, looking for his mate!  So, he brought the pair of quail back to Phnom 

Penh and the female began to lay eggs, which are now in the incubator waiting to hatch.  Leang had not been part 

of the earlier conversation about possibly raising quail.  Suddenly Leang and Bunthoeun and I realized that this was 

God’s prophetic sign and confirmation that the farm should raise quail for meat and eggs, because they are very 

popular in Cambodia, especially at weddings.  On Pentecost Sunday, quail fell from heaven into our hands!  This 

was an answer to many months of prayers to bring the company into sustainability since Covid decimated our dried 

fruit business. God’s ways are marvelous in our sight. We cannot continue to do the same thing and expect a      

different result.  Because we can never be sustainable by manufacturing dried fruit, and donations to keep the     

business afloat are falling every month, it seems that we 

are being led into a new phase of producing organic      

agriculture instead.  
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On Friday 17th June I finally was able to have lunch with many of 

the past employees of Cambodian Harvest.  It touched my heart to 

see their real affection and thanks for how their lives have        

improved since they started to work for our company, especially 

Thany and Phallet, Bopha, Sombo and Kheat.  They are all doing 

well and working new jobs very successfully.  Their children are 

being educated, including two at university and another daughter 

was married.  Without Cambodian Harvest their lives would be 

very different.  

 

On 30th June we welcomed baby 

Debra, born to Bunthoeun and Netha.  She was 5 weeks premature at 2.2kg. Praise 

God both she and Netha are doing well and they are both now at home . Esai (9) is so 

happy to have a baby sister. 

On June 19
th
 I made my last trip to Kompong Thom church in Ta Antak.  Many gathered 

together and we outlined our plan to show them how to pay off their debts to the micro-

finance companies.  After sharing how much God loves them and He knows them by 

name, we explained that the land they live on belongs to God and they should use it to 

grow chickens, fruit and vegetables to eat and sell them to help with the loan payments, 

as well as re-negotiate their loans for low interest loans over 10 years.  You could see 

their hope rise and they agreed not to borrow money again and receive the blessings from Father God so that they 

can be a blessing to others.  They will bring offerings so that they can help each other in time of need.  We watched 

as God opened their hearts with His love. 

Our God answers prayers. God’s ways are indeed wonderful and I praise Him for His love and guidance, and I  
believe we have entered a new season that will lead to profitability and success.  The Lord’s blessing is definitely on 
our church. Please pray for us as we adapt to the changing markets and conditions. 

 1.  Pray for revelation from the Lord to solve the severe financial pressure on Bunthoeun and Netha and  

  bring an abundant flow of blessing to this ministry and our outreach churches in Kompong Thom. 

 2. Pray for Bunthoeun and Netha’s new baby Debra.  Pray she grows up healthy and strong.  Pray  

  Bunthoeun recovers quickly from Covid. 

 3. Pray for the Christians in our outreach churches to have successful negotiations with the micro-finance

  companies, who have been exploiting them by selling them loans they cannot repay.   

 4. Pray for our young churches to grow and mature in Christ.  

 5. Pray that the huge coming awakening and revival will hit Cambodia and bring the nation to Christ. 

 6. Pray for finances to meet our drastic needs.  

 7. Pray for a successful quail raising business. 

I want to sincerely thank our Lord and all those who enabled me to take this trip to Cambodia once more. I also want 

thank the Lord for my good health while I was there and no quarantine or other Covid problems. Thank you all so 

much for all your earnest prayer supporting this ministry, enabling Marion to visit Cambodia and encourage all our 

staff and rejoice in their successes.  There were many miracles and so many instant healings. God is pouring out His   

precious Holy Spirit on all flesh and Jesus is being glorified in every way. To glorify Jesus is our aim and purpose for 

living.  We pray you are blessed and inspired to pray for us and bless Cambodian Harvest as we serve our Lord and 

Savior in Cambodia. 

May God bless you all.      

 With love    

 

Phallet & Thany & Phelay, Maly & her 

their two children  daughter Sreyneang 


